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Comparative law and history of law are both traditionally devot-
ed to deepening the context of legal rules and legal institutions, 
i. e. to consider law in its space-time coordinates. In recent 
years, this trait is more and more confl icting with the tenden-
cy to present law as a depoliticized phenomenon. A group of 
comparative lawyers and legal historians critically discuss this 
assumption by examining it either from a theoretical perspec-
tive or from the point of view of their specifi c fi eld of research.
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Ecclesiastical institutions and actors were essential for the for-
mation of normative orders in early modern Ibero-America. In 
a series of seminars, organised by the Max Planck Institute for 
European Legal History in Mexico City, Lima, Bogotá and São 
Paulo, scholars from different disciplines presented innovative 
studies on the history of religious normativity and its practices. 
Based upon the Mexican colloquium, the present volume fo-
cuses on New Spain (16th – 19th centuries).
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